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Much like its Gear VR headset, Samsung's Gear 360 camera only works with a few high-end Samsung smartphones like the Galaxy S7 and S7 Edge. But it was only a matter of time before someone dug into the software and opened the hardware up to a larger audience. XDA developer Bin4ry has modified Samsung Gear 360 Manager — the app used
to control the Gear 360 — to allow most Android smartphones running Android 5.0 or higher to operate the camera. Bin4ry also removed the restriction that only allowed the Samsung Galaxy S7 to film in 4K in his app, which means even if you own a Samsung smartphone, this app could come in handy. Of course there are a few bugs: video from the
Gear 360 may come in at a lower quality, stitching takes longer on some phones, and the app may crash from time to time. But if you want to give the Gear 360 a try on your non-Samsung smartphone, you'll need to download Bin4dry's Samsung Gear 360 Manager app, as well as Samsung's Accessory Service app, which is available in the Play Store.
The Gear 360 2017 is part of the Samsung Gear ecosystem (smart watches, fitness trackers etc). What does this mean? This means that it is intended as an accessory for Samsung phone owners only.It means that you are going to get reduced functionality if you are not using one of these smartphones: Galaxy S8, S8+, S7, S7 Edge, Note5, S6, S6
Edge, S6 Edge+, A5/A7 (2017) running Android 5.0 or later. You will not be able to pair your smartphone (say Nexus 5x) to your Gear 360 so you will lose out on all of the smartphone functionality (streaming, preview, remote activation etc.) You cannot install the Gear 360 mobile app or pair the camera to an Android phone that is not listed above. It
does pair (but with reduced functionality) with iPhone 7, 7+, 6S, 6S+, SE running iOS 10.0 or later.If you can't pair it with a smartphone then you are reduced to using it 'blind' by pushing the buttons on the camera and hoping everything turns out OK with no preview. This is obviously less than satisfactory.Samsung does provide Gear 360 Action
Director which edits your movies however there are two versions of this - the one which is on their Web site is version 1.0 (Gear 360 ActionDirector 2005 15L.zip, orange icon) and this asks for an activation number which is not included in the camera package. The newer version is Action Director 2

(Gear 360 ActionDirector 2.0.1619 Live 1.0.0419.exe, white icon) and you will need to search the forums for a link to this. Version 2 activates by establishing the camera is linked by a cable so is the only one you can use. I don't know how bad the Mac situation is although I believe software exists for Mac. Action Director is very basic but necessary
as very few video editing apps have the facilities to edit 360 video. It lacks advanced features.You will find that lots of Samsung's Web site is devoted to the old Gear 360 which was a spherical camera on a stubby tripod which is very confusing. You can never be sure if you have downloaded the right information as the two cameras are being marketed
side-by-side.In summary I would say getting this product is like stealing it out of the safe at a research facility. It comes without a proper manual, and if you don't have a Samsung smartphone you get no viewfinder, no preview, no streaming (unless it's hooked to a PC), no WiFi, no Bluetooth and you have to hack into Samsung's GitHub to get the
correct editing software.If Samsung brought out a generic Android app. then it would get five stars, but without one, good as this camera is, I'm still in two minds as to whether I can make it useful for me. Overall I think you will feel disappointed, which is a shame as the hardware is good. 1R E/NEE—FREHREBHIINE |, 55..... EZAREM=2
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